BOOK  II
THE SERVICES AND EUROPEAN LIFE

CHAPTER X
THE ARMY

THE ARMY GENERALLY

THE Army in India, since the middle of the eighteenth
century, has consisted of a varying number of European and
Indian soldiers and it has existed for progressively varying
purposes. Since, until 1858, India was administered by the
Grown in Commission, viz. by the East India Company, the
armies in India were, to a great extent, the affair of that
great Company. European troops, not always of British
origin, were maintained to serve alongside their Indian
soldiers who began from the humble origin of armed night-
watchmen and caravan guards. But the ambitions of Im-
perial France produced a situation which was more than
the trading Company, however powerful, could tackle, and
in 1739 the first unit of the British Army, to be followed by
many others, went to India, From those days till the
assumption of direct authority by the Crown, the growing
armies of India, needed by the astounding series of happen-
ings outlined in Chapter II., consisted of the Forces of the
Crown, and the European and Indian Forces of the Com-
pany, whose officers indeed were also commissioned by the
Crown, and who were then indirectly as 'Royal' an Army
as to-day.

The armies of India in those days developed in three
quite separate bodies; for the purpose of maintaining the
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